Considerations About the Use of Biomarkers in Cancer Clinical Trials.
The rapid evolution of our understanding of cancer biology has affected every phase of patient management, from early detection to drug development and clinical management. Central to this issue is the challenge of using biomarkers to identify the driving mutations present and identifiable by current assays in many tumors. These biomarkers are integral to the process of selecting patients for the testing of new drugs, many of which are specifically designed to inhibit oncogenic pathways.